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Ahern, Thomas L., Jr.:  (CIA-Retired) Covert operations officer in CIA for 35 years, 
including six years in Indochina between 1960 and 1972. Author of one of the 
pacification programs (Counter-Terror Teams, later Provincial Reconnaissance Teams) 
that became the core of the GVN's national pacification program in 1967.  Other 
assignments as chief of base or station in Africa, the Middle East, and Europe.  Post-
retirement work as historian at the Center for the Study of Intelligence has focused on 
Indochina, with three volumes on South Vietnam and one each on Laos, Cambodia, and 
North Vietnam. Most recent piece is a critique of Intelligence Community analysis of the 
“yellow rain” issue of the early 1980s.  Academic background: BA from Notre Dame; 
graduate of the National War College.  


