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Who Were in  the Reeducation Camps

 Inhumane Camp Conditions

 Khuc Minh Tho & the FVPPA

 ODP

 How Connected
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Average Years of Internment

Overall Average 5-14

Major & Up 12-13

Captain & Lieutenant 2-3

Private & Sergeant 3 months
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Others Sentenced to Reeducation
 Teachers

Writers

 Journalists

Police Officers

Doctors

Student Body Presidents

 Anyone with antirevolutionary sentiments or activities
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Manioc Plant Manioc Roots

©Anna Mallett 2011



The Vietnam Center and Archive

©Anna Mallett 2011



The Vietnam Center and Archive

©Anna Mallett 2011



The Vietnam Center and Archive

©Anna Mallett 2011



The Vietnam Center and Archive

©Anna Mallett 2011



The Vietnam Center and Archive

©Anna Mallett 2011



The Vietnam Center and Archive

Hardship Endured by Former Detainee and Family
 Loss of employment, property, health care, and right to education.
 Trouble obtaining and keeping jobs.
 Paying of Bribes
 Report to and register family with local police department.
 Required to sleep nightly or on a weekly basis at police department.
 Rearrested.
 Under surveillance 6 months to 1 year.
 Harassment.
 Moved to New Economic Zones.
 Limited ability to exchange old South Vietnamese money
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Household Registration: Police Department
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Prisoner Release Certificates
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Khuc Minh Tho Nguyen Dinh Phuc
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History of FVPPA

Founded in 1977 by Khuc Minh Tho, Trinh 
Ngoc Dung, and other wives and daughters 
of Vietnamese Political Prisoners.

Officially Founded in 1984 in State of VA.

A group of 5-20 volunteers met and worked 
at Mrs. Tho’s house at night after their day 
jobs, sometimes till 2 or 3 in the morning.
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FVPPA’s Three Goals

The release of all Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners from the reeducation camps.

To publicize the inhumane conditions of 
the reeducation camps.

To assist former reeducation camp 
prisoners and their families in the 
resettlement process.
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Orderly Departure Program
1975: Saigon falls
1978-mid 1980’s: Approximately 2 million 
flee Vietnam by boat
May 1979 United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
creates the Orderly Departure Program 
(ODP)
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ODP Application Files
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Accomplishments of the FVPPA
July 30, 1989: signing of the American-

Vietnamese agreement.

Release of 100 Longest Held Prisoners.

July 26, 1996: McCain Amendment (Section 595 
H.R. 3540)

Abolished mandatory 6 months trade and 
English training in Philippines.
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Colonel 
Tran Van Man
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Captain 
Nguyen Tai 
&
Truong Thi
Tuyet Huong
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Nguyen Phat Loc

•Nguyen Phat Khoi

•Nguyen Phat Khoa

•Nguyen Qui Anh
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Colonel Pham The Vinh
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Nguyen Van Chinh Code Name: Dia Hai

Parachute Commando & Spy
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Police Sergeant 

Nguyen Van Tuan
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Judge Chau Tu Phat

©Anna Mallett 2011



The Vietnam Center and Archive

Colonel & Congressman Nhan Minh Trang
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Journalist Vu  Hai Van
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Journalist 

& Writer

Vu  Quoc Chau
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Dr. Nguyen Ngoc Chau

©Anna Mallett 2011



The Vietnam Center and Archive

©Anna Mallett 2011



The Vietnam Center and Archive

Inhumane Treatment of Reeducation Camp 
Detainees and their Families

• Role in Mass Exodus-“Boat People” 
• ODP Inclusion
• Creation FVPPA 
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